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The Godfather

According to Christianity, the Godfather is given the responsibility to ensure the child’s religious education, and to take responsibility over the godchild if the latter becomes orphan. When it comes to the movie, called “The Godfather”, we can be doubtful about the Christianity’s interpretation for this title. Even if the Godfather does practice Christianity, and if the religious definition for “Godfather” perfectly coincides with some aspects in the movies; the Godfather’s functions are totally in opposition to the main concept of Christianity (or at least, from what Christianity was first meant to be before falling into corruption) which makes it odd to consider the term “Godfather” as having mainly a religious signification in regard to those films. 
The Godfather movies introduce the Italian culture in an American context. Beside the violence, the crime, the gambling, and the control in those films; we experiment a high degree of importance accorded to the family; which is often associated to Italian’s standard of living. Everything that is done by the Godfather himself is only made in order to ensure the wellbeing of his family. Why are family ties so important, strong, and vital for such a powerful man? Does the sun itself have to depend on the subsistence of the planets around it to be able to live on? Could it be that the members of the Corleone family provide, to the Godfather, his position as the “center of power” in a way that such position requires the presence of people gravitating around him in order to subsist in its importance? To be brief, the Godfather’s symbol is more than a just a title, and this essay’s objective is to explain the symbolic power behind the figure of the Godfather in Francis Ford Coppola’s films.
The Godfather can be compared to the sun when it comes to the importance of possessing his own legitimate system in order to ensure his status’ continuation. He can also be associated with the sun for its virtues and functions. The sun is the most powerful star in our solar system, and it possesses nine planets gravitating around it. The sun is the center of attraction and it controls about everything when it comes to its system. The Godfather can be associated to the sun when it comes to “control” for he owns loyal “Caporegimes” that obey to each of his commandment. The sun, for its part, has an impact on all living beings that lives under his govern; it offers them the light needed to survive. The sunlight is existential to provide food, health, and welfare, and so is the Godfather when it comes to make sure that his family is safe and fulfilled. The Godfather is a man who has decided to take the role of “God” toward his relatives, and he is ready to be their sunlight as long as they keep on gravitating around him.
I have proved that the sun can be related to the Godfather’s figure, but I will now explain the symbolic power behind the figure of the Godfather in the movies. Given the colour of the sun, which is orange, let me start by giving the orange colour signification. According to the philosophy of “Feng Shui”, the orange colour, which is a combination of red and yellow, is the colour considered to be the most “energetic”. While red is attributed to passion; yellow is, for its part, associated to intelligence, and those are two important qualities in the ideology of the “Godfather”. A Godfather is a mixture of power and cleverness, given this, he has to dig his way into difficult near impossible situations. Thanks to his passion for his rank and family, he devotes his entire existence in thriving his family’s rank to the highest peak possible, along with his own intelligence which is the protagonist in the achievement of this task. The sun, this orange sphere that feeds all living creatures, can easily be thought has the orange fruit, which leads me further into my interpretation of the figure of the Godfather in the films.
The most common figure given to the sun has always been the orange fruit, and needless to say that this fruit has often been seen in the Godfather’s trilogy. In the three movies, we perceive the orange fruit in significant moments. We first witness it with Don Vito, the very first Godfather in the trilogy, who seems to affection that fruit. We see him getting off of his car to buy some oranges, and at this moment; he very nearly dies of a tentative of murder. Don Vito is also playing with an orange fruit, in the garden with his grandson, on the day of his death. Of course an orange is inoffensive, and it has nothing to do with his death, but on the other hand; Don Vito was really old, and so was Fanucci when he grabbed an orange just before getting killed by the young Vito in the old Italy. The orange is subsequently given a symbol of death for the one who can no longer control its own power due to his relapse of energy.   
Andy Serkis, known as “Vincent”, in the last movie of the trilogy, is seen playing with an orange in a vigorous way, during an important meeting in Sicilia. This is the first time we see Vincent talking and acting like he is the Godfather himself. He is confident, composed, smart and filled with charisma. People listen to him and show respect to his ideas. He is young and he holds the control over the situation. In this case, the orange represents a symbol of vitality for the man who is in control of his own power due to his youth which evokes that his degree of energy has reached its zenith.

Al Pacino, also known as Michael in the godfather trilogy, drops an orange on the ground at the moment of his death. He is, at this point, old, sad, and lonely. Michael used to call his beautiful daughter “the sun of his life”. Ever since her premature death, dark clouds seem to have covered the sky of his universe, and have led him to despair and oldness. We can notice him dropping the orange on his own will, like if he has been waiting for something the whole time between Mary’s death and his own death. After remembering the best moments of his past, in company of the three women of his life, he puts his sunglasses on to be free of the great pain arisen by those bittersweet memories, and he let himself falls into the shadow of death. Until the very end, he has let a huge amount of negative energy filled his heart with guilt, sadness, and regrets which has finally got reason of his life.
Since the orange fruit, in the movies, represents both a symbol of life and death, strength and weakness, we cannot attribute the symbolic power, behind the figure of the Godfather in the films, to the fruit itself. Alternatively, since the Godfather can be associated to the sun, the greatest source of energy in our system, we can conclude that the most accurate figure of the Godfather, in the trilogy, is the energy. The Godfather’s figure is the energy that binds and nourishes his family, and this is the same energy provided by the sun to keep the planets onto orbits and feed its inhabitants. In conclusion, energy can be negative or positive; it is also often used in reference to “God” when it designs the superior energy that has created the universe. Therefore, if the energy can be associated to the creator whom has often been entitled as “father”, it is now easy to understand why Mario Puzo has chosen the title “Godfather” for the main character of one of the greatest classic ever made in the history of literature and cinema. 
